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SUMMARY 

Executive summary: This document contains guidelines prepared by industry 
organizations and companies engaged in the shipment of vehicles. 
This document, including the supporting checklist, is intended to 
ensure that the risks associated with the shipment of vehicles, 
including electric and hybrid vehicles, are managed, and to promote 
the safety of terminal and vessel personnel and the protection of 
property, including the vessel. This document also recommends that 
guidelines be considered for inclusion in various instruments, codes 
and circulars published by IMO, as appropriate. 

Strategic direction, 
if applicable: 

Not applicable 

Output: Not applicable 

Action to be taken: Paragraph 8 

Related documents: None 

 

Introduction 
 

1 In recent years, the maritime industry has faced the ongoing risk of fires on vehicle 
carriers. These onboard vehicle fires have often resulted in total loss of the vessels and, in 
many cases, have led to loss of life. 
 

2 As fire-fighting measures are being considered as a part of the new agreed work 
output of the SSE Sub Committee, it is essential to also consider fire-prevention measures in 
the CCC Sub-Committee. The co-sponsors of this document appreciate the work progress 
made by the Correspondence Group on amendments to the IMDG Code with respect to the 
carriage of vehicles under the chairmanship of the United States. The co-sponsors believe that 
the information contained in this guidance document can supplement any available industry 
resources and can be considered at any stage of regulatory development.  
 

3 These guidelines aim not only to support the development of regulatory work at IMO 
but also to offer practical guidance to be used alongside specific procedures from individual 
vehicle manufacturers, shippers, terminals, carriers, and other relevant parties.  
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Industry guidelines 
 
4 The guidelines define the information that should be provided and the checks to be 
carried out at four different stages of shipping the vehicles: 
 

.1 the time of the booking; 
 

.2 when the vehicles arrive at the terminal; 
 

.3 during loading and stowing; and 
 

.4 throughout the voyage. 
 

5 The latter part of the guidance contains four tables that list the checks for different 
vehicle types against the party responsible for carrying out the checks.  
 
Recommendation 
 
6 The guidance was published in March 2024 and has been endorsed by several 
significant industry stakeholders, such as port operators, vehicle carriers, insurance bodies 
and industry associations. This guidance is intended to ensure that duty holders are aware of 
their responsibilities with respect to the shipment of vehicles. 
 
7 In light of the above, the co-sponsors suggest that the contents of the guidelines, 
presented herein, might usefully be considered for inclusion in various instruments, codes and 
circulars published by IMO, as appropriate. 
 
Action requested of the Sub-Committee 
 
8 The Sub-Committee is invited to note the information contained in this document, 
including the annex below. 
 
 

*** 
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ANNEX 
 

THE GUIDELINES  
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